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Modeling and Writing Expressions 

Reading Strategies: Use a Visual Map 

Identifying word phrases for different operations can help you understand 

and write algebraic expressions. This visual map shows the four different 

operations with key word phrases in boldface. 

x  13  x  6 

x plus 13 

add 13 to x 

the sum of x and 13 

13 more than x 

x increased by 13 

 6 subtracted from x 

subtract 6 from x 

6 less than x 

x decreased by 6 

take away 6 from x 

 

 

Word Phrases for 

Algebraic 

Expressions 

 

 

5x or (5)(x) or 5  x 
 

2

x
or x  2 

5 times x 

x multiplied by 5 

the product of 5 and x 

 x divided by 2 

the quotient of x 

with a divisor of 2 

Write a word phrase for each algebraic expression. 

 1. t  8 _____________________________________________________________________  

 2. 
6

n
  ______________________________________________________________________  

 3. 4w ______________________________________________________________________   

 4. z  8 ____________________________________________________________________   

 5. 9  m ____________________________________________________________________   

Write an algebraic expression for each word phrase. 

 6. the sum of p and 12 ___________________________ 

 7. i decreased by 7 ___________________________ 

 8. the quotient of r with a divisor of 3 ___________________________ 

 9. z decreased by 1 ___________________________ 

 10. the product of y and 19 ___________________________ 
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Reading Strategies 

 1. Sample answer: 8 less than t 

 2. Sample answer: n divided by 6 

 3. Sample answer: the product of 4 and w 

 4. Sample answer: 8 more than z 

 5. Sample answer: 9 times m 

 6. p  12 

 7. i  7 

 8. r  3  

 9. z  1 

 10. 19y 


